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ABSTRACT
It is a cominon knowledge that there exist a wide gap between domestic fish production and demand in Nigeria.
Government recognizes this situation and has in recent years encouraged fish production through fishing inputs
subsidies, DFRRI assisted fingerlings production among others. Despite this efforts, impact at the grassroots has been
low. One of the major reasons for the failure could be attributable to inadequate involvement of rural communities
in fish production.
Within rural communities, there exists great potential for promoting fish production given the natural endowment
of land and water resources. Furthermore, there is the recent federal government emphasis on infrastructural
development in rural areas such as, provision of potable water, roads, electricity, financial houses, etc.
The missing link appears to be ignorance of local communities in harnessing this potential to stimulate fish
proroduction. There is therefore the need to educate the rural dwellers through effective extension services.
In this regard, the following strategies are suggested:
o Organization of fishermen and fish farmers into co-operative societies.
Training of local government fisheries staff, rural fishermen atad fish farmers.
Fishermen Unit of local government should be made more effective to provide extension services.
Local government authorities should be involved in the provision of subsidized fishing inputs to fish producers.
o Local government authorities should assist fish producers in securing guaranteed credits.
DFRRI assisted fish production facilities in the States should be reactivated and made more productive.
o Establishment of at least three model fish farms in different locations within each local government arcas.
o Motivation of extension staff and provision of incentives for fisherfolks.
INTRODUCTION
Artisa.nal capture fisheries (coastal, inland) and
aquaculture play leading roles in fish production in.
Nigeria, contributing an average of 84.2% of the
total domestic output between the years 1990 and
1994 (CBN, 1994). The Federal government has
for long realised the important contribution of
inland fisheries in fish production and has therefore
placed great emphasis on its development. This is
in line with the government programme of food for
all by the year 2000.
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According to Gaffar (1996), of the approximately
650,000 metric tones of total annual fish output in
Nigeria including imports) 350,000 metric tones are
produced locally, with inland waters and
aquaculture accounting for 110,000 metric tones
and 18,000 metric tones respectively.
Inland fisheries is carried out in inland waters such
as rivers, lagoons, natural and man-made lakes and
dams and fresh water fish farms The main
participants in this economic activities are the rural
dwellers.
Fish and fish products which are the cheapest,
commonest and widely accepted provide 40% of
the animal protein consumed in Nigeria (Olayide
et. al., 1972). Thus, most Nigerians depend on fish
as the main source of animal protein. It is pathetic
therefore to note that there continues to be a
widening gap between supply and demand. For
instance, between 1990 and 1994 the Nation's fish
output experienced a negative growth (-6%)
averaging 298.8 thousand metric tones/annum
against annual demand of 1.5 million metric tones.
The shortfall in supply ordinarily should be
augmented throdgh importation, which is not
totally the case now because of government policy
on importation and the low exchange rate of the
naira.
Government emphasis in recent times has been on
boosting local production to ensure self sufficiency.
To achieve this laudable but challenging objective,
there is the need to mobilize the rural dweller
which constitute the majority of the populace for
mass adoption of proven technologies in fish
production.
In this presentation, an attempt is made to highlight
government policy and efforts towards Fisheries
Development, the problems facing the industry
with suggested strategies that will enhance fish
production.
GOVERNMENT POLICY
Federal government fisheries' policy is aimed at
sustained fish production and self sufficiency. It is
concerned with the following:
Effective control and management of inland
water bodies for sustained fish producdon and
self sufficiency.
Introduction of modem selective fishing gear
responsible forfishing and conservation of
inland water resotu-ces
Introduction of effective and affordable fish
handling and preservationmethods using local
materials to reduce post-harvest losses in rural
fishing communities;
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iv. Introduction of public enlightenment
campaign against bad fishing methods through
various news media, television, radio
programmes and publication pamphlets
guiding against bad fishing methods in the
three main languages of Nigeria;
Adequate training of small scale fishermen so
that they can be more productive;
Rapid developnaent of aquaculture;
Sourcing aud provision of som.e facilities to
fishermen through collaboration with
appropriate credit institutions and state
government fisheries;
Improvement of quality of life in fishing
villages and the upgrading of the
fishermen status through provision of
fisheries infrastructures and basic utilities
such as potable water, rural electricity,
health centres and good roads.
Provision and improvement of employment
opportunities in the rural areas by engaging
the rural population and school leavers in
gainful fisheries and au.xillary activities;
Consolidation and improvement of existing
training programmes designed for the
development of the manpower and extension
service system to meet the fish production
targets in inland fisheries.
There is no doubt that the major thrust is
sustainable exploitation and conservation of the
nation's fisheries resources through full
mobilization of tlae rural dwellers and indeed the
acceleration of private sector participation in direct
fish production.
GOVERNMINT ORTS
To actualize the policy, Government has
undertaken sonae programmes tlarouf,Yh. Institutions
like Directorate for Food, Road and Rural
Infrastructure, Agricultural Development Projects,
River Basin Development Authorities, Federal and
State Departments of Fisheries and foreign agencies
using self and foreign financing.
These programmes are:
1. Training of fishermen, fish farmer and
fisheries extension staff on improved fisheries
technologies.
Provision of credit facilities.
Provision of infrastructural facilities.
Mobilization and enlightenment of fishermen
and fish farmers.
Promotion of aquaculture.
Stocicing of lakes and lagoons with fish seeds.
Inspite of these efforts of government, not much
achievement has been recorded given the annual
domestic output of 350,000 metric tones (Gaffar,
1996) against the nation's potential to produce 1.2
raillion metric tones annually (Tobor cited by
Obaldn, 1996) and the estimated 1.5m metric tones
annual demand. The reason for the failure could be
due to many factors (problems).
PROBLEMS OF 141SHE
DEVELOPMENT
1. Poor fisheries extension services:
Inadequate trained fisheries extension staff:
Fisheries science is highly technical and the
technology transfer requires sldll, expertise and
experience on the part of the extension staff. These
attributes are grossly lacking in most of the
fisheries extensionists to the effect that fisherfolks
are not sufficiently convinced to accept new
innovations. Furthermore, there is the dearth of
well trained fisheries staff to do the work.
Lack of demonstration models and other
facilities. Demonstration is one of the most
effective methods in extension communication. In
Nigeria, this method of extension does not seem to
be adequately utilized. For instance, as reported by
Gaffar, (1996) there are only 13 model fish farms
established by the federal govemment at various
locations in the country. These are grossly
inadequate considering the size and pop\ulation of
Nigeria. This inadequacy coupled with the fact that
even in our training institutions, there is deficiency
in skill resulting from lack of similar facilities.
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This has an adverse effect on the capability of the
extensionists who are incapacitated because of lack
of working tools, such as transport, teaching aids,
etc. There is also poor motivation of extension
staff.
Failure of extension demonstration and
projects. Apart from the problem of small
number of demonstrations, in fisherfolks that
they are better alternatives to theirs while
others have ended up being abandoned.
High Cost of Fishing Inputs
According to Obald (1990), the Structural
Adjustment Programme of the government
has led to the prohibitive cost of fishing
inputs resulting in the fluctuation in the
number of fisherfolks.
Inconsistent policy of government
Although government policy, in fisheries
development is sound and well articulated, it
often does not last enough to complete
implementation. Ono of the reasons for this is
the frequent changes in government.
Lack of sufficient relevant teclmology
Low rate of technology adoption may indicate
that the technologies so developed are not
relevant and hence, do not address the
problems of the fisherfolks. This may also be
impracticable, uneconomical andlina ffordable
to the peasant fisherfolks.
Lack of awareness
Majority of rural dwellers are illiterates. This
factor can impede the rate of adoption of
technologies and also effect their level of
awareness especially as regards the potentials
that exist in their localities that could be
harnessed to enhance fish production. For
example, there are standing water bodies that
can be used for productive aquaculture which
the rural dwellers are ignorant of.
Lack of fish seed
Inadequate availability of fish seeds has been
identified as a major factor railitating against
aquacultural development in the country.
Based on a 1992 UNDP assisted baseline
study (Fish Network, 1994), the total
fingerling requirement of the nation is 250
million while the domestic production stood
at 7.2 million.
Inadequate sources of credit
Currently there are two international
organisations (IFAD and ECOWAS) with the
provision of credit facilities as a component
of their programmes in Nigeria. These
projects covers only a few states of the
federation.There is also the misuse of credit
by the loan beneficiaries which further limits
the capacity to expand their production.
Inadequate funding
Funding has been identified as one of the
major problems affecting fish production in
Nigeria (Gaffar, 1996). This has adverse
implication on extension services, fisheries
research, etc.
Obnoxious fishing methods
Fisherfolks are usually engaged in fishing
habits that destroy aquatic ecosystem and
which may also have hazardous effect on
consumers of fish. Such practices include the
use of very small mesh, dynamite, poison,
spraying of chemical on smoked fish,
smoking fish with bad woods, sales of
unwholesome fish.
STRATEGIES FOR FISHERIES
DEVELOPMENT
- There is the need for improve budgetary
provision at the three tiers of government to
the ADPs and other agencies involved in
fisheries extension.
Government, especially, the local government
should show more interest by making the
fisheries extension services effective and by
providing subsidized fishing inputs and
guaranteed credit to fisherfolks.
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Government should provide more fishing
demonstradon models at least, three per local
government area, each with hatchery as a
component. Other facilities such as fishing
inputs, transport, etc should also be made
more available for extension teaching.
To enhance the delivery of extension
message, the Extension agents should be
motivated through enhanced remuneration and
provision of welfare packages.
Government should engage in prograrames
that will significantly increase the number of
quality fisheries extensionists by maldng it
mandatory for all the faculties or colleges of
agriculture in all the nation's Universities to
establish the departments of fisheries. Imerest
should be created in our youths to take
fisheries as a course in the higher Institutions
of learning. This can be achieved by
including fisheries Science in the curriculum
of our post Priraary Schools. Government
should also create more job opportunities in
fisheries. On the job training of extension
staff locally and abroad should be given
priority.
Organisation of fisherfolks into co-operative
societies enhances technology tra nsfer process
as well as access of fisherfollcs to credit
facilities and other production inputs. This
should be given more consideration by the
relevant government agencies.
Government should undertake more public
enlightenment campaigns through television
documentaries, filmshows in fishing villages,
radio programraes, hand bills and pamphlets
written in local languages and print media.
DFFRI assisted hatchery projects lying waste
in the states should be reactivated to produce
fingerlings. Also, the rural communities
provided with portable water should be
educated on how to utilize this facility for
fish production.
In order to prevent obnoxious fishing
practices, states and local governments
without edict and bye-laws should promulgate
them and enforce same.
The Family Support Programme in
collaboration with Women in Agriculture
(WIA) of the ADPs should vigorously
promote fisheries development through
mobilization of womenfolks especially in
homestead fish production.
CONCLUSION
The challenges of meeting our protein needs
through fish production are enormous but not
insurmountable. Rational exploitation and
conservation of our natural endowments and full
adoption of aquacultural technology seem to be the
viable options. This therefore entails full
participation of government at all levels and the
individuals. There is no doubt that there is a bright
future for the fisheries industry in Nigeria.
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